THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
Western civilization. The fundamental reason was the
same for all three: in the case of Rome, the downfall of
the imperial government; in that of the Revolution, the
downfall of the French monarchy; and today, the down-
fall of the monarchic system in Europe during 1918 and
1919. The war which began on September i, 1939, was
not born of a conflict of political interests between the
great powers, as was the first World War; it was born,
like all the wars of the French Revolution, of the intel-
lectual, moral, and political disorder which Europe after
1919 was subjected to by the collapse of the monarchic
system, by the universal cult of revolution, and by the
frenetic subversion of all the laws. What is at the bottom
of this disorder? A frightful clanking of iron fetters, forged
and shaken by fear. The great panic, the symbol and result
of universal disorder, has once more taken possession of
mankind, the same panic in which Europe almost perished
between 1789 and 1814. For a whole century it had dis-
appeared, as the Rhone loses itself in the rocks at Belle-
garde, because it was hidden beneath the splendors and
happiness of the nineteenth century. Then it reappeared,
for the same reason, the one Talleyrand had discovered in
his solitary meditations during the winter of 1813-1814:
the overthrow, in the midst of wholesale destruction, of
those laws which safeguard the legitimacy of government;
the spread of illegitimate governments, distorted democ-
racies, counterfeit republics and counterfeit monarchies.
Once again the Revolution frightened those who began
it more than those who were forced to submit to it. Along
with the distorted democracies, Europe was being crowded
with illegitimate governments, which live in permanent
fear of their peoples and of other states; fear of their
peoples because they tyrannize over them with regimes
of mystification and terror; fear of other states, either be-
cause the conflicts inherent in all relations between sov-
ereign states always loom as terrible dangers to their
instability and weakness or because, having destroyed all